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CEO AND BOARD CHAIRLETTER

Dear Food Forward Community,

For those of us working in hunger relief, this past year has been
nothing short of constant whiplash. It was a year that stretched
us in every way, literally from start to finish.

Though we cherish the ritual of reflecting on each year, the chaos
of 2025 made it hard to see the fruit from the orchard. Yet putting
pen to paper, it has taken several tries to fully express our deep
appreciation for how this organization not only made it through
last year, but thrived amidst its unforeseeable twists and turns.

Partnerships fostered and deepened amidst crisis have always
solidified our belief in how much better community works
when it is lived in collaboration. When faced with pervasive crisis,
how does one respond? You look to what you can do. And then,
you do it.

*  You mobilize produce industry partners to deliver care
packages to first responders tackling the largest wildfires in
our city’s history.

* You reach the cumulative organizational milestone of 500
million pounds of fruits and vegetables recovered and
distributed.

* You ensure low-income service and domestic workers across
Los Angeles and Ventura Counties who lost their jobs have
consistent access to healthy food.

« You grow to be ranked fourth amongst the nation’s largest
independent food distributors.

The lesson: you don’t go through it alone, but together.

We hold such deep gratitude for the universe of incredible
supporters, board members, and volunteers who were there at
every step, through every emergency.

As we look ahead, we grow even more firm in our conviction
that access to healthy, nutritious food is a human right, and
our commitment to nutrition equity has never been stronger.

With gratitude,

Founder and CEO Board Chair



== 2025 IN HEADLINES: RALLYING FOROURNEIGHBORS

Los Angeles City Council honors Food Forward with a formal
resolution recognizing the milestone of recovering 500 million

pounds of fresh produce.

“SNAP benefits remain
delayed — local leaders
are creating their own
solutions”

Los Angeles Blade

“With Hunger on the
Rise, Urban Gleaners
Seek to Strengthen

Local Food Security”

Civil Eats

“Los Angeles January Fire Relief”

KCAL News

“California’s Food
Forward Nears 500
Million Pounds of
Recovered Produce”

The Packer

“L.A. Care Invests
$5.4 Million to Help
Address CalFresh

Funding Shortfall Due
to Federal Shutdown”

LA Care

“Is the Solution to Hunger All Around Us in Fertile

California?”

Capital and Main



JANUARY-MARCH

MOBILIZING IN THE FACE OF DISASTER

As 2025 dawned, we never imagined that days later the
largest wildfires in Los Angeles history would tear through
our city. Within hours, our phones were ringing. Partners
needed food. Neighbors needed help. Our 17-year history
prepared us for this moment, and we activated across every
level of our operation.

We scaled up emergency distributions across the county,
reaching neighbors who had lost homes as well as those

who had lost their livelihoods overnight. Service workers,
caretakers, and many of our friends and families faced a dire.
and uncertain future. -

¢i Within 48 hours, we partnered with the Los Angeles Rams for
a distribution at SoFi Stadium serving thousands of evacuees,
supplied produce for UCLA's emergency student distribution,
and coordinated care packages for first responders. Working
with partner agencies across fire-affected commmunities
ensured consistent support when it was needed most.

Our mission had never been clearer: make sure our neighbors

had consistent access to fresh, nutritious food during the &=
-~

crisis and throughout the long recovery ahead.

9+ million pounds
D'ISiTRIBUTED IN JANUARY 2025
(40% INCREASE COMPARED TO JANUARY 2024)

Qe SR i
35+ emergency distributions
ACROSS LA COUNTY

“Food Forward nos proporcioné una abundancia de frutas

y verduras frescas, las cuales pudimos entregar a nuestras
familias afectadas por los incendios. / Food Forward provided
us with an abundance of fresh fruits and vegetables, which we
were able to deliver to our families who had been impacted
by the fires.”

-
-

Swany Barahona, National Day Laborers Organizing Network

prov:de transporta -lon to the National Day Laborers Organizing
Network and Pasadena Community Job Center.”

Food Forward Agency Relations Team



APRIL
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Federal funding cuts swept across the country in the spring
and pushed many nonprofits to the brink. Organizations that
were depending on these funds suddenly found that money
wasn’t coming through. Period. Many of our hunger relief
partners faced impossible decisions about which programs
to cut and which neighbors to turn away.

Your support made it possible for us to keep the food
moving to communities. We maintained consistent produce
deliveries to agencies that would have otherwise had to
reduce services or close their doors entirely.

In a moment of widespread uncertainty, you enabled us to
give our partners stability.

“We've lost our main source of funding to purchase critical
food items. In a world where access to fresh, healthy produce
is often a privilege, we are able to extend Food Forward’s
generosity to economically disadvantaged college students.”

Student Lunchbox



Food Forward launched its new program to share our expertise
through one-on-one support, equipping other community
organizations to rescue food and nourish their neighbors. Through
our inaugural “Farmers Market Recovery Mentorship” program

in 2025, we mentored and activated three new market recovery
programs in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, which then
redirected locally grown surplus fruits and vegetables to eight local
hunger relief organizations. This program, along with our online
resources and information-sharing with national gleaning networks,
is helping to expand communities’ access to fresh produce.

“When we launched our market recovery programs as part
of the Food Forward mentorship, farmers and agencies

were immediately ready to participate. It is great to be

the connecting point between two communities perfectly
situated to work together and to see how this reliable source
of fresh produce enables our partners to provide delicious
meals and pantry distributions throughout the week.”

Sarah Bluestein, Rachel’s Table, Springfield, MA




JUNE
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Federal immigration enforcement actions sent shockwaves
through California’s food system. As partner agencies shifted
their operations to support communities on high alert, we worked
side-by-side with them with flexibility and urgency. We adjusted
pickups, deliveries, and distributions as needs changed to ensure
communities maintained consistent access to healthy food.

“Many in our community are older or undocumented folks
who rely on food distributions. We're seeing more new people
come, but overall attendance is down. We're changing how
we distribute food to protect those we serve.”

Angelica Rodriguez, UMMA

“Lideres Campesinas, a statewide women-led organization
advocating for farmworker women and their families,
witnessed many of their recipient households facing ongoing
challenges related to food security, health access, and
economic stability. The fresh produce Food Forward supplied
allowed them to keep showing up for their community.”

Food Forward Agency Relations Team
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By summer, we hit a milestone years in the making: 500+ million pounds of produce
recovered and donated to hunger relief since Food Forward'’s founding in 2009!

This much food recovery is possible because of our strong relationships with wholesalers,
shippers, and growers who know Food Forward can accept and distribute large volumes of
surplus across the region. It reflects our environmental commitment, too. We don't just fight
hunger. We keep good food out of landfills, which prevents greenhouse gas emissions at a
massive scale.

Critical, too, are the thousands of volunteers who rescue fruits and vegetables from
backyards, orchards, and farmers markets. In fact, our Farmers Market Recovery Program
reached a record of its own in 2025, recovering 11% more produce than the previous year.

2.8 445,000

BILLION SERVINGS OF FREE PRODUCE METRIC TONS OF CO, EQUIVALENT EMISSIONS
KEPT OUT OF THE ATMOSPHERE

“Food Forward and DYRT share a belief that every piece of produce deserves a purpose. This
partnership is proof that hunger relief and environmental responsibility go hand'in hand.”

DYRT, Sustainability Partner

“Working together across the entire supply chain helps us increase healthy food access and
reduce waste in meaningful ways.”

Amir Zambrano, Managing Director, Food Forward Wholesale Recovery Program



OCTOBER-DECEMBER

Putnering for Jmgpact

Over 40 million people across the country faced deep uncertainty
about their next meal when SNAP, the largest food assistance
program in the country, paused during the government shutdown.
In Los Angeles County alone, 1.5 million people rely on SNAP
benefits.

Food Forward answered this urgent call. In partnership with the
YMCA of Greater Los Angeles and with support from L.A. Care, we
rapidly expanded the number of YMCA fresh food distributions
from 13 to 24 sites across Los Angeles County, delivering 2.4
million servings of fruits and vegetables to communities most
impacted. We also worked with community growers to widen the
pipeline of fruits and vegetables as quickly as possible.

This momentum helped us reach a milestone: for the first time in
our history, we recovered over 100 million pounds of fresh produce
in a single year.

“Produce giveaways with Food Forward are a beacon of light
in our community. It has been amazing to serve families with
limited access to healthy affordable food and to see the
community come together to volunteer.”

Chicas Verdes, Agency Partner



= COMMUNITY IS OURBACKBONE

If you have been part of supporting Food Forward, chances are you have been part of moments like these. Whether you
joined us in person or made these events possible through your generosity, this is your impact in action.

MUSIC FEEDS

Food Forward's “Music Feeds” event celebrated the legacy of rock 8y 2
and roll in the fight against hunger. Along with viewing never- i -
before-seen footage of George Harrison’s Concert for Bangladesh,
Food Forward supporters enjoyed a conversation hosted by veteran
journalist and advocate Rona Elliot and featuring icons Jim Keltner,
Henry Diltz, and Chip Monck. An auction included unique music
memorabilia signed by Ringo Starr, The Doors’ John Densmore

and Robbie Krieger, The Cars, and a one-of-a-kind photograph

of George Harrison’s Concert for Bangladesh signed by five of the
artists from that historic night.




- FINANCIALS:YOU MAKE THIS POSSIBLE

Food Forward’s 2025 operating budget of just $8.5 million leveraged nearly
$200 million in fresh produce for people across the region.

Income: 2025

$209,306,014

TOTAL SUPPORT RECEIVED

97% Donated produce

and other in-kind support

3% All other revenue '-\I

Foundations: 64%
$4,510,300

Individuals: 28%
$1,977,422
Corporate: 5% Expense: 2025

$327,662 $212,264,862

Other: 3% (Gov, Programs, Events, Other) .
$225,6020 : 98.6% of every dollar goes directly to programs. I

Including produce recovery and distribution 1.4% Management and Fundraising b

Figures above are unaudited. The 2025 audited financial statement will be posted later in 2026.
Click here for Food Forward's previous 990s and audited financial statements.
Food Forward has received the “Platinum Seal of Transparency” by Guide Star and the “4-star” rating by Charity Navigator.

For more information, contact Chief Development Officer Jen Cox at jen@foodforward.org or at 818-764-1022 extension 110
To make a financial gift to Food Forward, visit foodforward.org/donate



2025 DONORS

We are deeply grateful to the thousands of people who helped us rescue and distribute more than half a billion servings
of fresh fruits and vegetables in 2025. Along with our volunteers, produce donors, and hunger relief partner organizations
that make this impact possible, we appreciate those who made financial contributions.

The following gave $500 or more between January 1 - December 31, 2025. Thank you!

$1,000,000+

L.A. Care Health Plan
Novo Nordisk Inc.

Anonymous

$100,000+

Accelerate Resilience LA. (ARLA)
Angell Foundation
California Community Foundation’s Wildfire Recovery Fund
Elizabeth Bixby Janeway Foundation
FireAid
Kaiser Permanente
OXO
The Rose Hills Foundation
The Smidt Foundation

Anonymous (3)



2025 DONORS

Anthem Blue Cross Foundation
Butterfly Equity Foundation
Cedars-Sinai
Cotyledon Fund
Joan Egrie
Gilead Foundation
Doris and Jeffrey Goldstein

The Hearthland Foundation

$50,000+

J. Aron Charitable Foundation Inc.
The Philip and Muriel Berman Foundation
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
The Robert and Lisa Margolis Family Foundation
Rosenthal Family Foundation
Venice Family Clinic
Ware Disposal Inc.

Anonymous (2)

The Henkin Family

$25,000+

Antelope Valley College
Ballmer Group
Tom and Nancy Buck
California Fire Foundation
Clif Family Foundation
Rona Elliot and Roger Brossy
The Ernest G. Herman Foundation
George H. and Estelle M. Sands Foundation
John and Katherine Gurash Foundation
Shari Leinwand
Max Factor Family Foundation
UNFI Foundation

Anonymous (4)



2025 DONORS

$10,000+
Adams-Mastrovich Family Foundation Laemmle Charitable Foundation
Albert and Elaine Borchard Foundation Lineage Foundation for Good
Ameriprise Financial Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, Third District
Howard and Nikki Applebaum The Louis L. Borick Foundation
Javier Arango Linda Manasee
The Archewell Foundation Julia Meltzer and David Thorne
The Audrey and Sydney Irmas Charitable Foundation Muir-Chase Plumbing Co. Inc.
Rob Augusta and Syndey Augusta Huynh Ron D. Kline Foundation
Flora and Andrew Birdzell Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church, Glendale
Andrew and Deborah Bogen Vera R. Campbell Foundation
Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation Westmount Partners
Charles R. Pollock Fund of the California Community Foundation WHH Foundation
David Geffen Foundation Donella Wilson
Discover A Star Monica Wyatt and Mark Horowitz
The JEC Foundation Zegar Family Foundation
The Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles Anonymous (7)

Jim and Diane Berliner Family Fund

Jonathan Kaufelt and Holly Corn



2025 DONORS

4Earth Farms
The Albert Parvin Foundation
Kim and Keith Allen-Niesen
Christine L. Borgman and George M. Mood
William and Raissa Choi

Columbia Bank Community Impact Fund

The Cynthia and George Mitchell Foundation

David Bohnett Foundation
Joe Edmonds and Linda Smith
Crystal Frierson
Grubmarket dba Bengard Marketing
Wyatt Jordan

Ambrosia Produce Bag
Virginia Aronson
Athens Services
Margaret and Danilo Bach
Diane Bishop
Brandt and Richelle Blanken
Bolthouse Farms dba Campbell Fresh
Meredith Komm Brust and Randy Brust
Michaela (Mikki) Catlin
The Dutchess
Quinn and Dana Emmett

Esperanza Ministries

$5,000+

June and Robert Berliner Family Fund
Judith and George Kieffer
David and Deborah Lake
Brian and Heather Lazarus
The Lichtenstein Foundation
Limoneira Foundation Fund

Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors, Fourth District

Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors, Second District

The Muriel Pollia Foundation

NASA Services Inc.

$2,500+

GHJ Foundation
Carla and Thomas Heer
J. Kleinberg
Kelsey Family Foundation
Robin and Neil Kramer
Lavin Family Foundation Inc.
Kristin and Robert Lenz
Thomas and Susan Lydon
Mar Vista Farmers Market
Susan and Gabriel Menkes
Petitgrain Boulangerie
Harry Posner and Natalie Dial

Northstar Sustainability Fund
Pillars to Prosperity Foundation
Pure Land Foundation
Jennifer and Matthew Rowland
Scott Litt Charitable Fund
Smog City Brewing Co.
Universal Waste Systems Inc.
Rob and Kim Valencia
Betsy Vanleit

Anonymous (6)

Bernie Resser and Gail Geyer
Self Enquiry Life Fellowship
Dr. Wendelin Slusser and James Bruce
Summit Produce
Narong and Virginia Tanawong
June Thurber and Garrett Paine
Whitehill Family Foundation
Whole Foods Market
The Wolfpack Partnership
Ziffren Brittenham LLP
Anonymous (5)



2025 DONORS

Mark Alioto
Judith Amdur
American Business Bank

Association of Diabetes Care
and Education Specialists

Aversa Foundation
Matt Baker and Carrie Doyle
Bank of America
Elizabeth Bawden
Judy Bernstein
Glenn Block
Matthew and Miho Blumkin
Allison and Christophe Bragard
Steve and Julie Bram
Corie Brown and Chris Fager
Janine and Jeff Bush
The Chae Pyken Family
Marcie Croutch

The Daniel and Diana Attias
Fund of the California
Community Foundation

David E. Dassey
Ben and Olivia Davis

Eydie Elsen Desser and
Edwin Desser

Nirmala Dharmaraja
Anne Etheridge and Robert Porter

Excellence Fund

$1,000+

Alison Faith
Farmivore Inc.
Alexandra Frizzell
Barbara Geddes
Jeff and Karly Gilbert
Byron Gin and Patricia Jenkins
Etty Goetzman
Amy Gordon
David J. F. Gregory
Alex Gutt
Jessica H.

Jeff Harris
Diane Helfrey
Joan Herman
Carey Hill
Pat and Susannah Howard
Amir Hussain and Joan Becker
Michelle Issa and Ed Soong
Karen Jenne
Nicole Jones
Pam and Evan Kaizer
Sidney Katz
Michael and Ellen Korney
Darryl Leavitt
Rachel Levin
Larry and Margery Lewis

Gail and Jim Lopes

Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors, Fifth District

Laura Marlin
Etan Milgrom
Rachel Mory
Edward Muller and Patricia Bauer
N1234
Traci and Alan Nahmias
Rick Nohmias and Steve Kadel

Neil Newman and George Leon/
Cakewalk Entertainment

Joyce and Richard Niggley
Julie and Josh Ofman
Vicky Ostrow
Beth and Jim Preminger
Tina and John Quinn
Eric and Christy Remey Chin
Kenneth J. Resser

Richard and Taylor Beale Family
Fund of the Liberty Hill Foundation

Sara Rutenberg
Williom and Diane Salter

The Scott and Rebecca
Jarus Family

Rabbi Chaim and Doreen
Seidler-Feller

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

Jerry and Anna Solomon

Andrea Sonenberg

Sharon Spira-Cushnir
and Andrew Cushnir

Shirley Su and Stu Mackey
Linda Swartz
Allison Thomas
Robert Thomas and Gwen Ewart
Cynthia Torsney and John Darragh
David and Deborah Trainer
Julie and John Verive
Alexandra Weiss
Andrea Weiss and Jerry Whitman
Luke Westfall
Cari Wolk and Richard Dane
Gary Yale and Leah Bishop
John and Helen Yoon
Steven Youra and Amy Nettleton
Kristin Zethren

Anonymous (13)



2025 DONORS

Leslie Abbott

Association of Gleaning
Organizations

Alexander Austin
Cameron Azad
Linda Ba
Holli Bassin
Robin Freeman Bernstein
Gitu and Mukesh Bhatia
Stevie Blacke and Jenna Snow
Lori Bliss and Mike Gialketsis
Elizabeth Boissard
Amy Borman
William Briggs
Mary and Steve Brockmeyer
Daniel Brodo
Marsha Brown
Karen and Raymond Burkland
Brian and Cindi Carter
Linda G. Conway
Jennifer Cox
Daphne Dennis and John Given
Erica Deutsch
Dave Doody

Mark Douglass

$500+

Austen and Palmer Earl
Fab Heavy Parts
Felicia Fadlon
Paula Feinberg
Mickie Fisher
Mordechai and Shana Fishman
Lida Frankel
Mindy and Douglas Freedman
Jay Glaser
Andrea Gootnick
Graber Family
Stephen Groner
Timi and Robert Hallem
Judith Hays
Eileen Heinrich
Nancy Hsu
Graham and Amy Lai Huey
Morenike Irvin
Lirona Kadosh and Ethan Goldstine
Andrew Kahn
Kristin Kaplan
Shannan Kelly
Klean Kanteen Inc.
Craig Kurland

Raymond Kwan

Rabbi Susan Laemmle
and John Antignas

Mitchell Landsberg
Tracy and Harlan Levine
Michele Licht

Linda and Jack Goldman Family
Trust at Fidelity Charitable

Neysa Lopez
Lois Lorentzen
Xander Lott
Diana Lowe and James Gibson
Marsh and McLennan
Joel Miller
Donna Mills and Larry Gilman
Jill Nefkens
Del Persinger and Mary Tabor

Kevin Plunkett and
Jenifer O'Connell

Eron Rauch, Shing Yin
Khor, and Project Pizza

The Redwood Foundation
The Robert M. Lea Revocable Trust
Debbie and Ted Rosenquist
Ruth and John Souza
Frank Spasaro

Tamara Stapf

Lisa Stonich
Bradford Thiel
Lori Tonder
Truman'’s Bakery
University of Southern California
Lauren Wallenstein
Dana Cairns Watson
Danielle Yip
Kathryn Yulish
Los Zambranos
Heidi Ziegler

Anonymous (9)



2025 DONORS

Along with hundreds of donors of fruits and vegetables, we are grateful for those who provided in-kind
support to Food Forward in 2025:

Apricot Lane Farms « Veronica Argentieri « Bulletin Displays < Mirit Cohen « Connected Fresh « Dropbox ¢ Felix Trattoria « Google
Goorin Bros « Kaiser Permanente « Kevani ¢ Liza Marie Ramos « Dr. Wendelin Slusser and James Bruce « Smog City Brewery Co.
Amanda Vela « Warren Packaging « Westmount Partners « Anonymous

Special thanks to those who were part of Food Forward'’s “Music Feeds” event:

Maggie Baird « Elliot Easton « John Densmore < Henry Diltz « Rona Elliot < Robert and Christy Feinfield « Arlo Guthrie
Jim Keltner - CIiff Lipson ¢ Chip Monck ¢ Richard Nahmias and Steven Kadel < Janice Pober and Brian Higgins < Sarah A. Spitz
Ringo Starr and Barbara Bach « Studio City Custom Frame « The Village Studios « William Turner Gallery « YUZUCO



MEET THE TEAM

Jess Anetsberger
Tyler Banks
Simon Bergara
Tara Blossom
Sam Cahall
Santos Calderon-Gamboa
David Contreras
Jen Cox
Ivan De La Torre
Ellen DeVine
Melina Finck
Jose Flores
Ally Forest
Daniel Gallegos
Allison Garlick
Merced Giles Bonfil
Xena Grossman
Diane Helfrey
Alden Herrera
Nancy Hsu
Jodi Jacobsen
Kristen Johnson
Madi Kay
Phoebe Leon
Manuel Lerma
Michael Lima-Sabatini
Felipe Maldonado
Ayden Mallory
Herb Meza

STAFF

Omar Moreira
Rachel Murphy
Nandini Nag
Rick Nahmias
Amberlee Norris
Nkemdilimm Nwosu
Eleuterio Onofre Moctezuma
Jose Osorio Mayorga
Janelle Osteen
Aubrey Pacheco-Dul
Victor Pedroza
Vivian Poonsopin
Noe Quintero
Angie Ramirez
J. Guadalupe Rodriquez Lozano
Franchesca Ruiz
Jorge Santa Cruz
Caroline Schneider
Betsy Storm
Janet Sudo
Victor Tello
Samantha Teslik
Kelsey Thackery
Mauricio Torres
Sierra Trujillo
Martha Urias
Christopher Wehling
Amir Zambrano

BOARD
Jeff Harris, Board Chair

Donella Wilson, Board Treasurer

Betty Zamorano-Pedregon,
Board Secretary

Jim Berliner
Cindy Lee Chan
George Dulgeryan
David Lake
Brian Lazarus
Shari Leinwand
Rick Nahmias
Pam Schwartz

Rob Valencia

*Staff and Board of Directors list as of December 2025



- MOVING FOOD FORWARD IN 2026

There's a moment that happens at distribution sites across Los
Angeles. A grandmother reaches for fresh produce, and her
face shifts. Not just relief, but something deeper: recognition
that someone noticed she was struggling, that she matters.

A parent selects vegetables, knowing tonight’s dinner will

be more than expected. A person living alone finds stability

in consistent access to nutritious food. These moments
happen because of your support that moves us closer to a
sustainable and equitable food system for our communities

and generations to come.

Give Today:
foodforward.org/donate

Platinum
Transparency

2026
CALIFORNIA
GREEN BUSINESS
FOR THE LS Candid.

PLANET

- ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNER -

“As a food and health writer, | know how essential fresh
fruits and vegetables are, and | know how much gets
wasted. Food Forward makes it easy to do something
about both. Supporting them, with money or with time,
is one of the simplest ways to fight food insecurity and
make life a little easier for our neighbors.”

Mary MacVean, Food Forward Donor

Become a Sustainability Partner
or Donate from Your Fruit Trees:
foodforward.org
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https://foodforward.org/
https://give.foodforward.org/campaign/745316/donate?c_src=website&c_src2=waystogivedonateonlinebutton&utm_source=ways+to+give+&utm_medium=donateonlinebutton&utm_id=website



